
Christian Gruntler was born on 17 April 1819 at Markgröningen, Kingdom of Württemberg, now 
a part of Germany. He married Roseanna Catherine Ertzel on 19 Jul 1846 at Württemberg, 
Germany. Four years later, Christian and Roseanna emigrated from Ludwigsburg, Stuttgart 
Region, Kingdom of Württemberg. They boarded the ship Virginia in the port of Antwerp and 
arrived in New York on 30 Jul 1850.  Sailing with them were their four oldest children Johan 
Christian, William Thomas, Charles, Hannah Barbara Gruntler.  Three other Gruntler passengers 
also appear on this passenger list, Henry, Magda, and Rosina Gruntler.1

Like many immigrants at the time, Christian and his son volunteered for 
service in the Civil War to get their citizenship.  The first to volunteer was 
the eldest son Johan Christian. He enlisted 12 September 1861 in Kingston, 
New York, mustering in with Company B, 20th New York State Militia 
also known as the New York 80th Infantry Regiment, also known as the 
Ulster Guard.
 
The 20th Militia was one of the oldest militia regiments in NewYork.  It 
was mustered into the U.S. service at Kingston, September 20-October 20, 
1861, for a three years’ term, and was composed principally of men 
from Ulster county.  Later that year, the 20th was reorganized as the 
80th New York Infantry, known as the “Ulster Guard.”  The Ulster 
Guard was one of the top 200 fighting regiments and fought in every 
major battle of the eastern theatre except Chancellorsville2.

Christian Gruntler, Jr. left with the regiment for Washington October 26th, 1861, and was 
assigned to Wadsworth's brigade, McDowell's division, and performed picket duty along the 
Potomac in the vicinity of Upton's hill, Virginia, during the first winter. Out of 110,000 engaged 
in the Second Battle of Bull Run, or the Battle of Second Manassas as the confederates called it, 
- the Union had 1724 killed and 8372 wounded and the Confederates 1481 killed and 7627 
wounded.  Christian Gruntler Jr, who had been promoted to the rank of Corporal on 8 July, 1862, 
was fighting under the command of  Major General John Pope against Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee.  The major mission was to keep the Confederate forces away from Washington 
and out of the Shenandoah Valley and draw the Confederates forces away from McClellan’s 
troops.   He was wounded in this battle, 20 August 1862, and died 1 September 1862, in the 
hospital in Alexandria Virginia.  Johann Christian Gruntler, Jr. was born 31 July 18140 in 
Württemberg, Germany was only 22 years old when he died serving his adopted country.3
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1 Henry Gruntler and Christian Gruntler are possibly brothers although relationship is unconfirmed.  They both 
appear on the passenger list next to each other,  both appear on the Wuertemberg immigration index with same 
number and both as being born in Markgröningen, and they lived together in 1850 in Red Hook, Dutchess County, 
New York.  Researcher has been unable to find Henry after 1850.

2 Seward Osborne, http://www.ulsterguard.us/battles.htm, 2009

3 It is unknown whether Roseanna Ertzel was Christian Gruntler, Jr’s mother, based on the date of marriage and his 
birth date, he may have had a different mother.
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An excerpt from a dedication to the New York 80th Infantry 
describes Christian’s death:

“A fourth member of this company, Christian Gruntler ,Jr. had 
his lower jaw slaughtered by a musket shot in this same 
battle. Although he lived for twenty two hours, and survived 
his transport to the Alexandria hospital, the wound was fatal.  
He must have suffered the acutest agonys since it was 
impossible for him to swallow, and he was thus incapable of 
taking either stimulants or nourishment or medicine.”

The people of Red Hook, Duchess County, New York 
dedicated a monument to those who lost their lives in this 
unit.  Christian Gruntler, Jr’s name is inscribed on the North 
side of the monument.

Christian Jr.’s death was not the only loss for the Gruntler family.

Christian Gruntler, Sr. began military service on 15 September 1861, three days after his son’s 
enlistment.  Like his son, he also enlisted in Kingston in Company B. 20th New York State 
Militia and was mustered into service 22 October 1861 with the rank of Blacksmith.  Christian 
Sr. survived the war, receiving a discharge for disability on 8 August 1862.  His discharge 
certificate describes him as 5’ 6’’, fair complexion, brown hair, and 
grey eyes.

An excerpt from a dedication to the New York 80th Infantry describes 
Christian as:   

 “ a German, who likewise may be said to have given his life for 
his adopted country, and that country owes a debt to his surviving 
family.  Neither his age nor his physical strength justified his 
enrollment as a soldier, but he was enrolled, and went forth and 
performed what duty he was able to perform. Discharged in 
consequence of ill health, he came home and died of disease, 
dropsy, engendered by the hardships to which he had been 
exposed, which he was incapable of supporting.” 4 

Christian Gruntler, Sr., was discharged at the General Hospital in 

4 Address delivered Wednesday, 28 November, 1866 in Feller’s Hall, Madalin Township of Red Hook, Duchess County, New 
York by Brevet Major General J. Watts DePeyster (S.N.Y), upon the occasion of the inauguration of a monument erected by 
“This immediate neighborhood (Tivoli-Madalin). To the defenders who lost there lives in suppressing the slaveholders’ rebellion 
and in sustaining the government of the people, for the people, by the people. 

Headstone of Christian and his wife 
Roseanna Gruntler, Red Church 
Cemetery, Red Hook, New York.

Photo of monument dedicated to those that were 
killed in the 20th New York State Militia



Washington D. C. by order of General Wadsworth, the certificate giving the cause as ascites.  he 
was discharged because of ascites.
Christian's personal physician, Dr.Thomas J. Barton swears that Christian suffered from the 
effects of dropsy from the time of his discharge until his death, which was caused by dropsy.  In 
an affidavit in Christian Gruntler's pension file, Captain Walter Van Rensselear stated "that while 
on duty in Fredericksburg, Virginia he caught a cold which terminated 
in dropsy." Christian Gruntler, Sr. died on 4 Jul 18645 at Dutchess 
County, New York, at the age of 45.  He is buried with his wife 
Roseanna in the Red Church Cemetery, in Red Hook, New York. 

Veterans from this family do not end with Christian Gruntler and his 
son.  My great, great, great grandfather was Richard Martin Lown.  He 
married Hannah Barbara Gruntler, daughter of Christian and Roseanna 
(Ertzel) Gruntler 13 June 1869 at Christ Lutheran Church, 
Germantown (Viewmont), Dutchess County, New York.  He was also a 
soldier in the Civil War serving in the famous Dutchess County 
Regiment the 150th New York Infantry.

At the age of 18, Richard Martin Lown enlisted as a Private in 
Company F, 150th Infantry Regiment New York on 9 September 1862 in Red Hook, Dutchess 
County, New York.  He survived the battle of Gettysburg, and then went out west to serve in the 
Army of the Cumberland under General Sherman. He was part of the infamous march to the sea 
and was in the Battle of Bentonville, North Carolina, which took place a week or so before the 

April 9, 1865, Battle of Appomattox and he saw the surrender of the 
real last organized army of the Confederacy. After that Lown and his 
unit went to Washington D.C. and participated in the Victory Parade 
for Sherman's Army.  After the Confederate Army surrendered, he 
mustered out on 8 June 1865 at Washington, D.C., at the conclusion of 
the Civil War.

Richard and Hannah’s last child,  my great great grandmother Ada 
Henrietta Lown, was born on12 December 1882.  Ada Lown married 
Reuban Coon 24 December 1898, in Red Hook, Dutchess County, 
New York.  Nine and 1/2 months later my great grandfather John 
Henry Coons was born.  Historically the family name was Kuhn and 
later evolved to Coon.  Family lore says it was Ada who changed the 

name to Coons.  When asked why, Ada replied,  "I don't have four 
legs and I don't climb trees."
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5 There is two dates of death, one in the pension file and one on his headstone that differs by one year. The pension file states in 
several places that the date of death is 4 July 1864. I believe this is the correct date because the affidavits in the record were 
recorded much closer to the date of death. The headstone reads 4 July 1863; I believe the headstone was done later at the time of 
Rosanna's death in 1891.
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